[image: image1.png]2a The Annexe « 5 Woodfield Road « London W9 2BA
T: 020 7289 0105 « F: 020 7266 1570 « E: info@westminsterhousingcoop.org

Westminster Housing Co-op (formerly Westminster Shortlife Housing and incorporating Infil Housing Co-op)
is a member of the National Housing Federation and registered with the Financial Services Authority under number 29056R






TENANCY AGREEMENT

This Agreement is made between Westminster Housing Co-operative and

Tenant(s)  
(In the case of Joint Tenants the term “Tenant” applies to each of them) 

Premises:      
The Premises to be occupied by the Tenant comprises exclusive use of 

SELF CONTAINED FLAT 
Commencement date:    
Rent : 
Exclusive of Council Tax ,Water rates and Utilities 
Date agreement signed : 
Signed: ____________________________________________ Tenant

Signed: ___________________________________________ (On behalf of WHC)                                                                        
1. DEFINITIONS

1.1 All references in this Agreement to actions of the Co-operative shall include where appropriate the execution of such actions by the officers, employees, contractors or agents of the Co-operative for and on behalf of the Co-operative.

1.2 The “rules” means the Rules of the Co-operative.

1.3 The “Agreement” is the agreement to occupy referred to in the rules of the Co-operative.

1.4 The “Co-operative” means Westminster Housing Co-operative.

2. CONDITIONS OF TENANCY

2.1 The Tenant shall be a member of the Co-operative throughout the tenancy and will comply with the Co-operative’s policies and regulations and abide by the terms of the Co-operative Membership’s Agreement.  The tenant will also comply with the Co-operative’s dispute procedure in the case of dispute with another Tenant or a member of their household or with the Co-operative.

2.2 The Co-operative is a fully mutual co-operative.  This means that its only tenants are members of the Co-operative.  This tenancy is not an assured tenancy as the Co-operative is within the meaning of Schedule 1 paragraph 12(i) (h) of the Housing Act 1988.

2.3 Any letter or notice from the Co-operative will be validly served if sent to the premises.

3. GRANT OF TENANCY

3.1 The Co-operative lets the premises to the Tenant for one week from the Commencement Date and thereafter from week to week until determined by the provisions of clause 6 of this Agreement.

3.2 The rent payable by the Tenant shall be payable in advance on or before the Monday in each week.  The payment shall be made in such a manner, as the Co-operative from time to time shall require.  The first payment shall be on or before the Commencement Date.

3.3 The Co-operative may from time to time vary the rent.

3.4 Any change in the rent payable shall be notified to the Tenant by the Co-operative in writing not less than four weeks in advance of the date at which the new rent becomes payable.

3.5 The Tenant will be liable to pay the costs of the Co-operative having to make good any breach of a term of this Agreement.

3.6 The Co-operative may from time to time act as a managing agent for other property providers.

4. THE CO-OPERATIVE’S OBLIGATIONS

4.1 The Co-operative shall pay taxes, assessments and outgoings on the Premises other than those charges for which the Tenant is responsible under clause 5.2 of this Agreement.

4.2 The Co-operative agrees to keep in good repair the structure and exterior of the Premises. 

4.3 The Co-operative agrees to take reasonable care to keep the common entrance, halls, stairways, and any other common parts, including their electric lighting, in reasonable repair and fit for use by the Tenant and other occupiers of and visitors to the Premises.

4.4 The Co-operative agrees to keep in good repair and proper working order any installations provided by the Co-operative for water heating and sanitation and for the supply of water and  electricity (and gas where the supply is already in place), including –

(i) basins, sinks, baths, toilets, flushing systems and waste pipes;

(ii) electric wiring including sockets and switches, gas pipes(where applicable) and water pipes;

(iii) water heaters

5. THE TENANT’S OBLIGATIONS

5.1 The Tenant will ensure that the rent is paid as set out in clause 3.2.

5.2 The Tenant will pay all taxes and assessments including Council Tax where applicable, on the premises.  The Tenant shall pay all other services supplied to the premises including gas, electricity, water and telephone charges.

5.3 The Tenant must keep the premises and common parts in a clean and tidy condition.  If there is a garden attached to the premises, the Tenant must keep the garden in a tidy condition.

5.4 The Tenant must keep the inside of the premises and all window glass in good repair.

5.5 The Tenant shall report to the Co-operative without delay any disrepair or defect for which the Co-operative is responsible in the Premises or the common parts.

5.6 The Tenant shall not make any structural alteration to the premises or remove or replace any fixtures or fittings owned by the Co-operative or those who under whom it has its title without the written permission of the Co-operative.

5.7 The Tenant shall use the premises as his or her principal place of residence.  The Tenant will give the Co-operative prior notice if he or she will not occupy the premises for longer than 28 days.

5.8 The Tenant shall not use the premises for any business or commercial purposes.

5.9 The Tenant shall not sub-let or part with possession of the whole or part of the premises and shall not without the consent of the Co-operative allow guests to reside at the premises for more than 30 days.

5.10 The Tenant shall not do or allow anything to be done at the premises, which will make invalid any insurance on the premises or increase the premium of such insurance.  In particular the Tenant shall not store at the premises inflammable material or gases.  The Tenant shall not use paraffin heaters.

5.11 The Tenant shall provide access to the Co-operative for the purpose of inspection and safety checks (including gas safety checks) and repair.  The Co-operative shall endeavour to give reasonable notice but in an emergency reserves the right of immediate access.

5.12 No pet that may become a nuisance (which includes all dogs) may be kept at the premises without the written permission of the Co-operative.  This permission may be withdrawn if the pet causes a nuisance.

5.13 The Tenant shall not do any act or allow any member of his or her household or invited visitor to do any act which causes or is likely to cause a nuisance to other tenants of the Co-operative or neighbours or members of their households.  The Tenant must not assault, harass or threaten tenants or neighbours, or the Co-operative’s employees, contractors or agents whilst they are carrying out their job or allow any member of his or her household or invited visitor to do the same.

5.14 The Tenant must agree to meet with prospective flat sharers and make every effort to do so.

5.15 The Tenant shall inform the Co-operative at once should s/he apply for Housing Benefit and offer material proof of having done this, that s/he is pursuing the claim and has made the necessary arrangements to have this benefit paid direct to the Co-operative.

5.16 At the end of the Tenancy the Tenant shall leave the premises in a clean condition free from their belongings and any rubbish.  The Tenant shall make good any damage to the premises resulting from the removal of any of the Tenant’s own fixtures and fittings.  The Tenant will be liable for the cost to the Co-operative of making good any breach to this clause.

5.17 The Tenant shall provide the Co-operative with a set of keys for the property if they change the locks at the premises or add locks to any rooms.

5.18 At the end of the tenancy the Tenant shall hand over all keys to the premises to the Co-operative by the date specified by the Co-operative or by a Court Order.

5.19 The Tenant shall indemnify the Co-operative against all actions costs claims damages demands or liabilities which may be charged or brought against it by virtue of the Tenant remaining in occupation beyond the final date in the Notice To Quit .

6. ENDING THE TENANCY

6.1 This Agreement may be ended at any time by the Tenant or Co-operative giving the other not less than four weeks notice in writing.

6.2 The Co-operative may only give the Tenant notice for any of the reasons stated in clause 6.2.1 to 6.2.8.

6.2.1 The Tenant has not paid the rent due and after being given notice of the amount of arrears has either made no offer to pay those arrears within a reasonable period or has failed to fulfil an undertaking previously given to clear the arrears or has persistently allowed the rent to fall into arrears.

6.2.2 The Tenant is in breach of any of the conditions laid down in this Agreement.

6.2.3 The Co-operative is required to deliver up the premises to its landlord.

6.2.4 The premises are overcrowded within the meaning of Part X of the Housing Act 1985.

6.2.5 The Tenant or one of them if there are Joint tenants, has ceased to use the premises as his or her principal home.

6.2.6 The Tenant has ceased to be a member of the Co-operative.

6.2.7 The Co-operative was induced to grant a tenancy by a false statement made knowingly or recklessly by the Tenant or someone acting at the Tenant’s instigation.

6.2.8 The Tenant has not personally occupied the premises for longer than 28 days and did not give the Co-operative prior notice of his or her absence.







[image: image2.png]D
D
D

Westminster Housing Co-op





