Temporary Social Housing Grant Standards (HCA  Design Guide Extract)

“The temporary social housing (TSH) provision framework applies to:

Unimproved properties – leased properties which require improvement/repair in order to meet the Corporation’s relevant specified TSH performance standards as set out below;

Improved properties – leased dwellings recently refurbished or newly built, completed to a standard broadly equivalent with the relevant specified TSH performance standards as set out below. All properties that were built or refurbished within the two years prior to the signing of the lease are included in this category, as are other properties in such good condition that no works are required.

For TSH purposes, it is the length of the unexpired lease that determines the relevant standard. 

2-14 Year Lease Schemes
TSH performance standards
Before occupation, dwellings must at least achieve the minimum housing standards specified by the Housing Corporation for temporary social housing and be suitable for the intended user group and appropriate for the period of the lease.

TSH performance measures 
Heating provided, combined with appropriate levels of ventilation and insulation.

Heating arrangements ensure that heat is well distributed within rooms.

Main living area and bathroom have fixed heating appliances.

Habitable rooms have at least facilities for portable heaters (not paraffin or bottled gas).

Openable window areas/background trickle ventilation provided.

Mechanical extract provided for rooms (e.g. basements) which are otherwise difficult to ventilate.

Effective remedial measures incorporated to eradicate dampness and serious condensation.

Electrical and gas installations certified as safe by qualified inspectors.

Lighting (natural and/or artificial) adequate for safety.

Staircases well lit with secure balustrades/handrails.

Floors generally level and suitable to receive floor coverings.

Floor coverings in kitchens and bathrooms hygienic, easy to clean and moisture resistant.

Safety glazing provided for window glass below 800mm, glazed doors and side screens.

Windows and balconies provide protection against falling for vulnerable occupants.

Where roof space is accessible, access is safe.

Doors to individual dwellings are sturdy, with mortise lock and suitable frame fixing.

Internal decorative surfaces in a serviceable condition as appropriate to the lease period.

External decorative surfaces in a serviceable condition as appropriate to the lease period.

Rooms capable of sensibly accommodating standard furniture associated with room activity.

Kitchen provides:

• food preparation area;

• serviced sink;

• hygienic and easily cleaned worktops;

• space and connections for cooker (cooker provided in shared accommodation); and

• at least two double socket outlets in addition to cooker point.

Kitchen fittings, serviceable and in a condition to cover the lease period without replacement.

Bathrooms provide:

• serviced wash hand basin, WC (or separate with additional basin) and a bath or shower.

In shared, sharing restricted to:

• bathroom (comprising one basin, WC and bath) per five sharers; and

• additional WC (separate with basin) provided where bathroom shared by three or more.

Sanitary fittings, serviceable and in condition to cover the lease period without replacement.

15  - 29-Year Lease Schemes
TSH performance standards
The TSH performance standards for 15 to 29-year lease schemes will be as described above for rehabilitation.

In addition such schemes should fully meet all of the performance measures set out for two to 14-year lease schemes above”.

